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hen landowners
ask for assistance, Molalla
River Watch helps them
out. The Buells, who live
where the Molalla River
and Cedar Creek meet, felt
overwhelmed by their ivy
problem. They approached
Molalla River Watch for
advice.
Through our partnerships
with Clackamas Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) and Oregon Dept.
of Fish & Wildlife, we
brought in riparian and fish
conservation experts to the
Buells’ property. The experts assessed the extent
of invasive weed infestation
and determined the importance of their property
to trout and salmon habitat. The riparian and fish
experts discussed options
to improve the Buells’
property for wildlife.

With the Buells’ goals in
mind and a Conservation
Plan written by Clackamas
SWCD and tailored for
their property, Molalla River Watch submitted a grant
to Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board to fund
invasive weed removal and

Before

After

Wilderness International Youth Conservation Corp is contracted by
Molalla River Watch and skillfully removes invasive English ivy
where it has taken over.

Left photo shows ivy infestation, and right photo shows ivy removed.

planting natives.
Molalla River Watch was
awarded the grant and we
have started implementing
the Conservation Plan by
collaborating with the
Buells, volunteers, and Wilderness International,
which runs at-risk youth
work crews. We oversee
the work and Clackamas
SWCD specialists will assess progress towards accomplishing Conservation
Plan goals. The Buells are
glad they asked Molalla River Watch for advice and
now significantly more
wildlife will benefit.
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Come Help Cleanup the Molalla River for the 24th Year!

P

lease mark your calendars for our 24th Annual
Fall Cleanup & Enhancement
Event. You can make a difference and get exercise!
Join us at 9am on Saturday, October 8 at Feyrer
Park.

“Plans to
protect air
and water,
wilderness
and wildlife

You can register on the day
of the event at Feyrer Park or
pre-register, starting in September, from the SOLVE
website
(www.solveoregon.org/getinvolved/events). If you have
any questions, please contact
Asako Yamamuro at 503-5590885 or MRW@molalla.net.

are in fact
plans to
protect
man.”
- Stewart
Udall

Our last spring Molalla River
Cleanup & Enhancement
event, on April 16, was another great success. The
event was dedicated to the
memory of Ellen Thronson
who volunteered to barbecue
every cleanup. Forty-five dedicated volunteers picked up

Volunteers cleaning up the Molalla River Recreation Corridor for
others to enjoy (April 16, 2016).

685 pounds of trash and 9
tires, planted 46 native trees
and shrubs, and cleared 6
miles of trails of winter debris.
After accomplishing so much
to keep the Molalla River
beautiful, everyone returned
to Feyrer Park in the afternoon for a River Cleanup
Celebration and Volunteer

Appreciation Barbecue.
Our SOLVE It for Earth Day
event sponsors included the
Bureau of Land Management
Salem District, SOLVE, Johnson Controls, Molalla Communications Company, Clackamas County
“Dumpstoppers”, and the
Molalla Safeway Starbucks.

Molalla River Watch Helps Boy Scouts Earn Merit Badge

M

olalla River Watch
helped local boy
scouts earn Soil & Water
Conservation Merit Badges
on March 12. Along with representatives from the Pudding
River Watershed Council and
Clackamas Soil & Water Conservation District, we led
activities focused on understanding the importance of
soil and water and how
landuse affects both.
We helped the boy scouts
explain what a watershed is,
draw the water cycle, and run

boy scouts also took a tour
of Molalla’s Wastewater
Treatment Plant to further
increase their understanding
of water conservation.

an experiment on how water
moves differently through soil
with and without plants. To
complete steps needed to
earn their merit badges, the
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Notes from the New Vice-Chair, Jan Rose

A

s Vice Chair of Molalla
River Watch (MRW),
our local Molalla River Watershed Council, I help the
Chair, Bill Taylor, and take his
place when he is unable to
perform his duties. The former Vice Chair, David Adams, held the office for many
years and was there to help
Bill Taylor with work parties,
trail work, and whatever was
needed. David is a bicyclist,
who enjoyed using the trails
in the Molalla River Corridor.
His hard work will be missed.
Thank you, David, for all of
your dedication and hard
work. I hope to contribute as
much to MRW as Vice Chair

as David did.
I am an organic gardener,
interested in preserving Earth
in all its mystery and beauty.

The Molalla River and its watershed is a place we can all
enjoy and use as a recreation
area. I am particularly interested in tree planting, cleanup
in the corridor, stream side
restoration, fish and wildlife
habitat, water quality, and
promoting safe and responsible use of the Molalla recreation area. I wish to promote
the concept that together we
can all preserve the life-blood
or our region—the Molalla
River.
Jan Rose
Colton Oregon

“Upon the
brink of the
wild stream
he stood,
and dreamt
a mighty
dream.”
- Alexander
Pushkin
“Plans to protect air and water,
wilderness and wildlife are in
facts plans to protect man.”
- Stewart Udall

Molalla River High students learn about their local environment in the Molalla Recreation Corridor.

Youth in Nature: Environmental Education Field Trip

O

n April 5th, Julie Walker’s Molalla River High
School Environmental Sciences class went on a field trip to
Aquila Vista, the scientific
environmental education and
research area located in the
Molalla River Recreation Corridor. Molalla River Watch
organized the field trip and

taught students about forest
ecology, aquatic insects, and
beavers. Bethany Wray from
Wilderness International
taught the students about
native plants.
Students enjoyed hands-on
experiences of coring trees
to determine their age and

using a microscope to look at
intricate details of live aquatic
insects. Leading these field
trips is important to Molalla
River Watch’s mission of
promoting respect and understanding of the Molalla River
Watershed through education and conservation for
present & future generations.
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“Look deep into
nature and you

will understand
everything
better. ”

Mayfly, stonefly, or caddisfly? Using a microscope to get a close-up look at aquatic insects collected
from our watershed at Molalla River Watch’s booth during the Molalla-Pudding Rivers Celebration.

- Albert

Molalla-Pudding Rivers Celebration

Einstein

It

was a rainy day, but
lots of fun was had
and information was shared
at the Molalla-Pudding Rivers

Celebration.

On May 21st at the Canby
Community Park, Molalla

Melissa Gentry, Molalla River Watch’s Board Secretary/Treasurer,
helping celebration participants make river and wildlife themed
buttons to take home as souvenirs.

River Watch was able to engage celebrators at our
booths featuring our watershed council, aquatic insects,
& button making. Other
booths included Clackamas
Soil & Water Conservation
District, Molalla River Alliance, Pudding River Watershed Council, Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife,
Oregon State Marine Board,
and the Canby Historical
Society. Rivers Celebrators
had a chance to listen to talks
on local amphibians and turtles, a riverfront landowner’s
perspective on restoration,
aquatic invasive species, and
local conservation projects
with the Wilderness International Youth Conservation
Corp. Also, local Boy Scout
Troop 258 sold hamburgers.
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5 Genius Ways Beavers Restore Habitat

S

ure, you know that beavers are Oregon’s state
animal and they make dams, but did you know that
they are marvelous at restoring habitat in the Pacific
Northwest?

Here are 5 ways beavers restore common habitat problems:
1. Beavers help create high quality salmon habitat
In the Pacific Northwest, beaver and salmon coexisted for
thousands of years before trappers overhunted beavers to
make hats in Europe. Beaver ponds slow water, allow sediment to settle out, and help clean water. Therefore, water
downstream of beaver dams is great spawning habitat for
salmon. Beaver dams also increase the quantity of salmon
habitat by spreading and holding more water above them.
Pools, side channels, and backwaters created by beaver
dams are important juvenile salmon rearing habitat.
Beaver dams dampen the impact of floods and allow shoreline vegetation to grow in more stable conditions. These
stable conditions help trees grow larger providing more
shade for salmon that need cool water to survive and provide cover for juvenile fish to hide from predators. More
leaf litter that falls in a stream provides more food for
aquatic insects, an important food source for salmon.
2. Beavers help prevent flooding
Before trappers almost extirpated beaver, there were many
more beaver (estimated 10/mile of stream) and dams
(estimated 6/mile of stream). Ponds formed from beaver
dams slow down fast moving stream water during the rainy
season and decrease the number of extreme floods.
3. Beavers help reduce erosion
Erosion is reduced from slower water, sediment storage,
and increased plant biodiversity and biomass which results
from beaver activity. Beaver dams raise the water level.
These ponds slow water and sediment suspended in the
water settles out. Water above the dam starts to spread
out laterally onto the floodplain and forms side channels
and backwaters. The stored sediment and water creates
bogs, marshes, wet meadows, and riparian forests. More
plants stabilize soils.
4. Beavers help during times of drought
The dams that beavers make and maintain hold water during the dry season and results in increased year-round
stream flow. During dry summers, beavers have been observed keeping water from trickling out of their ponds and
building channels to guide water in. By holding more water
in place longer and allowing water to seep down, beaver
ponds help recharge groundwater aquifers. As groundwater
aquifers fill up, the water table rises and makes moisture

more available to roots, keeping plants healthy. Also,
groundwater is cooled and released slowly to the stream
throughout the year.
5. Beavers help create wildlife habitat
When beavers fall a tree, the tree sends up new shoots,
which are great browse for animals like elk. Dead standing
trees that were killed when a new beaver pond is created,
become great snag habitat for animals that use tree cavities.
Woodpeckers, wood ducks, swallows, wrens, nuthatches,
owls, and squirrels are a few of the wildlife that use snags.
Ponds created by beaver are also great habitat for amphibians that need ponds to lay eggs. Aquila Vista, located in the
Molalla River Recreation Corridor, has a pond formed by
beavers. In March 2016, 455 northern red-legged frog & 83
northwestern salamander egg masses were observed. This
breeding hotspot is significant because both northern redlegged frog and northwestern salamanders are Oregon
State Sensitive Species.
Resources:
 https://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/news/features/
oregon_beaver/index.cfm
 http://tobyhemenway.com/150-the-watershed-wisdom-ofthe-beaver/
 http://www.eldercreek.org/beaver-restoration/
 http://www.nwcouncil.org/history/beavers
For landowners:
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/living_with/docs/beaver.pdf
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Side Channels: Our New Project to Protect Young Salmon
olalla River Watch is
excited to announce
one of our newest projects
focusing on side channels
found between the Highway
213 bridge and the North
Fork Molalla confluence. We
are collaborating with fish
biologist Steve Trask of BioSurveys, LLC. We were
awarded an Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Technical Assistance grant for
landowner outreach and surveys to help prioritize and
plan potential future projects.

M

22nd Annual
Horses, Hikers, &
Mountain Bikers
Poker Ride/Hike
Sunday, Sept.
18th
9 AM
Hardy Creek
Trailhead
Come ride/hike trails
in the Molalla Recreation Corridor, play
poker, & help raise
funds for trail improvement projects.

One major water quality issue
with the Molalla River is high
water temperatures during
summer low flows. These
high water temperatures can
be lethal to salmon that need
cool water to survive.
Preserving and enhancing side
channel habitats can help fish
survive the summer. Side
channels to the Molalla River

Life can be hard for young salmon, like these Chinook, during the
hottest weeks of summer. Molalla River Watch wants to help keep
them cool! Photo by Roger Tabor.

may have cooler water in the
summer when compared to
the main channel of the Molalla River. From previous
surveys conducted by BioSurveys, LLC, they found that
these cooler side channels
are where most of the young
salmon and trout find refuge
when the main channel of the
Molalla River is too warm.

We have identified 15 different side channels in the Molalla that we are interested in
gathering additional data on.
We hope to discover some
simple solutions for enhancing
each side channel to make it
even better for raising young
salmon.

A Closer Look At………..Snowberry!




Lots of prizes!
For more info:
molallariverwatch.org





S

nowberry
(Symphoricarpos albus) is
a great choice for
planting near a stream or
river. Among it’s many qualities, snowberry:
 Is a very tough, native





plant
Transplants well
Tolerates sun or shade
Withstands drought &/or
occasional flooding
Spreads quickly even in
poor soil or on steep
hillsides
Stays small (about 4 ft.
tall)
Provides shelter & nesting cover for small animals
Makes berries that birds
eat when food is scarce
Has leaves that are eaten
by sphinx moth caterpillars
Provides nectar for hummingbirds & bumblebees

Snowberry leaves nourish
sphinx moth caterpillars so
they can metamorphose into
adult moths.



Makes small, bell-shaped,
pinkish or white flowers

Resources: soundnativeplants.com & Landscaping for
Wildlife in the Pacific Northwest by Russell Link.
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GET INVOLVED!
HELP ENHANCE AND PROTECT THE MOLALLA RIVER
You can also become a member and make donations on our website: www.molallariverwatch.org

 Volunteer
 Donate services, equipment, or materials

Please print

Date __________________
Name __________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________

 $100 Steward
 $250 River Patron
 $______ Other

 $20 Individual
 $25 Family
 $50 Friend

Phone __________________________________________________________

Email (for event contact) ____________________________________________
Area of Interest __________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable,
Detach, and Mail To:

Phone: 503-824-2195

Molalla River Watch, Inc.

 New Member
 Membership Renewal
 I would like information on corporate/
business membership

P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867

Email: riverwatch@molalla.net

Website: www.molallariverwatch.org

All Contributions are Tax Deductible!

Hosting Presentations on Local Wildlife

Ted found fish in this small stream in our watershed! Photo by
Ted Labbe.

T

his year, Molalla River
Watch (MRW) hosted
two public presentations featuring locally surveyed wildlife. On January 26th, fish biologist Ted Labbe talked about
fish and road crossing surveys
of small streams in the Molalla River Watershed. MRW
funded surveys by Ted and

volunteers conducted in April
& May 2015 on smaller
streams that had never been
surveyed. Ted gave great
background information on
common aquatic wildlife
found in these smaller
streams, in addition to describing survey techniques
and study findings.

On March 22nd, Jim Holley,
a surveyor & volunteer
coordinator for Oregon
Department of Fish & Wildlife, gave a talk on amphibians & turtles of the Molalla
River Watershed. Jim’s
engaging talk detailed all of
the frog, salamander, &
turtle species found locally
and described his survey
techniques and results.
MRW helped find ponds for
Jim and his volunteers to
survey for amphibian egg
masses and turtles.

Jim presenting information
on why ponds are important.

Northwestern salamander
adult (above) & egg mass on
stick in pond (below) in Molalla River Watershed.

Molalla River Watch, Inc.
P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Sept. 18th - 22nd Annual

Horses, Hikers, & Mountain Bikers Poker Ride
9am at Hardy Creek Trailhead.
 Sept. 27th - Molalla River
Watch Board Meeting 7pm
at the Molalla Fire Station.
 Oct. 8th - Molalla R.
Cleanup & Enhancement
9am at Feyrer Park.
See website for more details

Molalla River Watch, Inc.
P.O. Box 867
Molalla, OR 97038-0867
503-824-2195
riverwatch@molalla.net
www.molallariverwatch.org

Follow us on Facebook,
too!

Molalla River Watch, Inc.
Purpose
Molalla River or to the Molalla River Corri To promote and encourage the enhancedor
ment, restoration, protection, beautification
and preservation of the Molalla River for the  To conduct meetings, seminars, events, outeducational, recreational and monetary beneings and educational activities for the purpose
fit of the community and public and for the
of fostering and promoting public interest in
benefit of future generations
and knowledge of the Molalla River Watershed
 To promote and encourage interest in watershed preservation and ecological matters,
particularly as such matters pertain to the

Mission Statement
To preserve, protect and restore fish and wildlife habitat and water quality of the Molalla
River Watershed through education, conservation and restoration activities for present and
future generations

